
St Mary Magdalene Langridge 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Letter from Revd Mark Searle 

Rector of All Saints, Weston 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Easter Hope 
 

I love this time of year. Bulbs that have lain dormant over the winter start to push 

through. Buds appear on the trees. New life is making itself known. It is a season I 

hope and long for through each long winter. 
 

Different people thrive in each season. For me I sometimes find the winters difficult 

especially after Christmas. The shorter days and lack of light can leave me slightly 

melancholy. 
 

But when Spring comes, my hope and faith are renewed. The bulbs which have been  

in hiding over those long months now appear in all their glory. 
 

Living in a new house is exciting at this time of year. We don’t know where the shoots 

are going to appear. The ground is becoming dashed with colour in all sorts of 

surprising places. 
 

As we approach Easter and start to think about new beginnings, the same is true for 

our faith. We remember new life bursting from the tomb as Jesus was raised from the 

dead. We think about the new life that he has won for us - the hope that we have in this 

life and in the one to come. 

 
Hebrews 11:1 says: “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain about what 

we do not see.” 
 

Even in the middle of winter we believe that the spring will come and that life will 

burst forth from the ground although we don’t see the bulbs. We can choose to see 

with the eyes of faith the things that we cannot see in the physical.  
 

This is faith, certain that there is more in this life and more in the one to come. Our 

faith is certain, not because of our strength of will, but because of Jesus death and 

resurrection. 
 

As we approach Easter, set your gaze upon Jesus who brings fullness of life to all who 

follow. 

Mark Searle 
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FRIENDS OF LANGRIDGE 
 

Our Valley Carol Singing this Christmas took place at 

Manor Farm by kind invitation of Marie and was enjoyed 

by everyone. 
 

As ever the Second Saturday proves a popular meeting 

point in the Village Hall between 10–12 and attracts 

passing walkers and cyclists too. 
 

We continue to meet after some family services and enjoy 

a chat and refreshments, and on 18 March we shall gather 

for our Lent Lunch – Do join us for this Soup on Sunday 

at 12 noon for homemade soup, freshly baked bread rolls 

and cheese. 
 

This summer we are planning another Flower Festival 

following the successful one held in 2012, inspired by the 

poems of local farmer John Osborne. This one will be 

over the week-end of 30th June – 1st July.  

We would love to hear from you if you would like to be 

involved. Any particular expertise - PR, admin, donations 

towards flowers or general help prior to and over that 

week-end, plus enthusiasm is welcome.                Contact:  
 

  

 

 

 
 

Langridge Flower Festival 2012 

The Chancel Garden 

 

 
victoriahumphries@berrymead

.co.uk and 07836 733163 

 

PAST SERVICES 
 

Christmas was a time of celebration at St Mary Magdalene, 

Langridge. Sarah Couchman led a fascinating Christingle 

service, and we were pleased that Mark Searle was able to 

lead our Carol Service and Christmas Day communion. As 

something of an experiment this year, Anthony Claridge 

led a rather meditative morning prayer on Christmas Eve, 

and Tom Perry put together a New Year’s Eve service with 

a fascinating focus on choral music. 

We were pleased to welcome another new visiting minister, 

Canon Richard Hunt, who showed a particular touch in 

communicating with the younger folk in the congregation. 

And we have continued to benefit from support from many 

of our regular service leaders. 
                                                                                                                Tony Davies      

 

 
After Christingle Service with  

Sarah Couchman - in the snow 
 

 

Many of you will know that sadly George Craine died on 1st February following a long 

illness. The large congregation of family and friends at his funeral service in St 

Michael’s Church bore testament to the respect in which he was held by so many. The 

tributes made to him reminded us of how he gave so generously and thoughtfully in all 

he did. His erudition and consideration would come into his sermons and prayers when 

he took our services at Langridge, often with Angela playing the organ too, and his 

lovely sense of humour was never far away.  Our prayers are with his close and loving 

family.                        LW 

mailto:victoriahumphries@berrymead.co.uk
mailto:victoriahumphries@berrymead.co.uk


PAST EVENTS 
 

Following our Family Service on  

18th February a group from our 

congregation and Friends of 

Langridge met at the Hare & 

Hounds on Lansdown and enjoyed 

Sunday lunch together. 

 

 
 

 

FUTURE SERVICES 
 

Plans are in hand for future services. Mark Searle will be taking the services mostly on 

the 4th Sunday of the month. There is a good number of clergy available, including for 

the first time, Canon Richard Hunt who we welcomed in the new year. Rev Robert 

Webb will take the Maundy Thursday evening service and Rev Antony Claridge 

Holy Communion on Easter Sunday. 

As usual we shall be decorating the church on the Saturday morning before Easter,  

31st March, and as always hope people will come and help. Flowers and greenery are 

very  welcome and refreshments will be provided. 

We are looking forward to the prospect of Bishop Richard Fenwick coming home 

from St Helena again this summer and hope, in addition to giving a Recital in June, he 

may able to come to our service at Langridge on Sunday 20th May.  

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Our Churchyard clearing and Church Springcleaning is planned for the morning of 

21st April from 10am. Do come and join us and bring any tools you think they will 

help. Coffee and cake will be provided to sustain you. 
 

A Benefice Walk is planned for Saturday 5th May. This will start from All Saints 

Church, Weston and proceed via St Nicholas Church at North Stoke and up to the 

Langridge Hall on the top of Lansdown to meet for picnic lunches. Following a joint 

churchwardens’ meeting details will be on the church websites. 
 

We shall have another Quiet Day on 19th May at St Mary Magdalene Church and 

details will be on the website nearer the time. 
 

Organ Recital. A Somerset Churches Trust ‘organ crawl’ of recitals has been planned 

for 16th June 2018 starting at St Mary’s Church in Bitton at 2 pm followed by All 

Saints Weston with tea at All Saints or Langridge ending with a Recital at Langridge 

to be given by the Bishop Richard Fenwick at about 5pm.  
 

 

The Flower Festival, taking place from 30 June-1st July, has already been mentioned 

and as well as becoming involved we hope you will spread the word around.  
 

It has been suggested that some people might like to attend one of the many fine 

musical concerts in Bath in a group. If this idea appeals to you please contact Tony 

Davies for details. 
 



Annual General Meeting 
 

The Langridge Parochial Church Council continues to meet quarterly and our APCM 

will be held in the Village Hall on 24 April at 7.30pm followed by the Friends of 

Langridge AGM to which all are welcome. 

 

 
 

Notice Boards 
 

We are very grateful to Mike and Ros 

Smallwood for having arranged for our 

boards to be updated. The Board by the 

church gate now shows Mark Searle as our 

new Rector and the Board inside the church 

also includes Mark as the newest 

incumbent.  
 

 

 
Noticeboard inscribed with our new Rector Revd Mark Searle 

 

 

 

Praying for God’s Kingdom 

 ‘Letting go and letting God…’ has been a phrase I’ve been turning over in my head 

since the beginning of the year.  When Jesus has his conversation with Nicodemus he 

talks about the wind blowing where it wills. He uses this as an image to speak of the 

work of the Holy Spirit in breathing new life into those being ‘born again of the 

Spirit’. 

Our prayer is not about controlling God. It’s not about giving him a list of daily tasks 

to fulfil on our behalf. As I think more about it I imagine our prayer to be as if we 

place in our upturned hands those things we are offering to God. For his blessing, his 

attention, his grace to be expressed.  And then it’s as if that wind of the Spirit blows 

gently across our palm and lifts those things. What happens next is not something we 

can control. 

That’s no easy task is it?  We often know the answer we would like to see God give to 

our prayer.  However as Jesus taught us, we pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His 

will to be done.  We are not called to predict or demand the outcome of our prayer but 

to let go and let God… 

How might you liberate the power of the Spirit through your prayer this month? 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 
 

 

 

 



 

MEMORY CORNER 

 

Rachel de Fossard , daughter of John and Vera Griffin, remembers Manor Farm. 
 

 

A Langridge Childhood 

 

On the 25th April 1948 at two in the morning , the tilley lamp was lit at Manor Farm. 

My Granny from the police house in upper Swainswick was summoned, and Nurse 

Mosey from Lower Swainswick, Granny arriving by bicycle, and Nurse Mosey in her 

Austin 7 which could only deliver her  to the bottom of the hill. At 4 in the morning by 

lamplight, I was born, in a peaceful room looking across the valley to Tadwick. A 

drawer was hastily readied to receive me, and later that day the hens in the barn were 

shood off Andrew's old pram, and it was scrubbed ready for the start of my childhood. 

A childhood of candle and lamplight, water fetched from the pump, a smoking range 

gasping for sticks and coal all day long, extra sticks on Monday to heat the copper, of 

milking on a three legged stool, thatched ricks and the annual excitement of the 

visiting threshing drum. 

 

Sleeping rough at Annekwell sheds, and sometimes in our barn, was a tramp called 

Ernie Earle. He was only around in the summer months, his winters were spent 

"inside". Each autumn he would walk into Bath, smash a window, and receive a short 

sentence, Each spring he arrived at our kitchen window ready for hot sweet tea and, if 

Father had been to Bath, a twist of baccy, and the gift of a kipper, on a still evening 

outside the barn, Ernie could be heard eating his kipper. He did work around the farm 

and an entry in Father's diary in April 1950, “ paid Ernie 10 shillings  for filling in dry 

well” !   

Our provisions were purchased  in Bath each Wednesday, when Father and Mother 

visited the livestock market in Walcot Street, where they  met up with neighbours. 

They bought and sold livestock - and traded news and gossip.  
 

An entry in Father's diary reads. Shopping for 5th April 1950 
 

Dairy brush   2s 9d   12 day- old chicks  £1.7s 6d 

Groceries £1 17s    Meat 4s 6d 

Tobacco 11s 9d    Coffee 1s 5d 

Fish 3s     Tomatoes 1s 6d 

3 gals. Petrol 6s 9d   Wireless battery £1 1s 6d 
 

The tobacco taking up a disproportionate amount of the budget. 

 

         Rachel de Fossard nee Griffin  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGRIDGE SERVICES 

March to May 2018 
 

Date Time Type of Service Preacher 

March 4 9.30 Morning Prayer BCP Mrs Sarah Couchman 

March 11 9.30 Holy Communion BCP Canon Roger Clifton 

March 18 11am Passion Sunday 

Family Service 

All Saints Team 

March 25 9.30 Palm Sunday HC CW Revd Mark Searle 

March 29 6pm Maundy Evensong BCP Revd Robert Webb 

April 1st 9.30 Easter Day HC BCP Revd A Claridge 

April 8 9.30 Morning Prayer BCP tbc 

April 15 11am Family Service All Saints Team 

April 22 9.30 Holy Communion CW Revd Judith Harries 

April 29 9.30 Holy Communion CW Revd Mark Searle 

May 6 9.30 Rogation HC BCP Canon Richard Hunt 

May 13 9.30 Sunday after Ascension 

Morning Prayer BCP 

Mr Tom Peryer 

May 20  11am Pentecost Family Service All Saints Team 

May 27 9.30 Holy Communion CW Revd Mark Searle 

 
If you have contributions for the next Newsletter (June to August) please contact   

Liz White regarding Church matters, and Judy Rippin for the Friends’ news.  

We would like to hear about all items of interest – comments, events, memories or 

special occasions by 15 May.  

 
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Rector   Revd Mark Searle 01225 421159 

Church Warden  Tony Davies  01225 336124 

Treasurer   Laura Somodi 07816 961951 

Langridge Friends  Judy Rippin   01225 858118   

Newsletter editor  Liz White   01225 744852 

 

You can follow current news over the next three months on our website: 
 

www.stmarymagdalenelangridge.com  or let us have your email address if you  
would like to receive the e-newsletter.  Contact:          angelaumpleby@sky.com 

http://www.stmarymagdalenelangridge.com/
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