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Letter from

Revd Tom Yacomeni
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St Mary Magdalene,

Langridge,

All Saints, Weston,

and

St Martin, North Stoke
Dear friends,

| often hear people describe St Mary
Magdalene church as a hidden gem, a
beautiful place of tranquillity and
transcendence. Each time | visit there is
always something that catches my attention,
whether natural beauty or a rich spiritual
insight. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus describes
the Kingdom of Heaven being like a treasure
that a man discovers hidden in a field. In great
excitement, he goes off and sells all his
possessions to purchase the field, so he has



ownership rights to the treasure too. When we
discover the blessings of a restored
relationship with God and the riches of faith in
Him, everything else suddenly seems dullin
comparison. If we can see beyond our
insatiable desire for physical treasures and
material comforts, then gaining the spiritual
treasure that Jesus offers us is where our
hearts will truly find joy and peace. As we
come to Christmas and the winter months
ahead, my hope is that as we turn to Christin
prayer, we will all receive his amazing grace
and discover the truly exciting treasure of joy
and peace that can only come from Him.

With my love and prayers,

Tom




Services at St Mary Magdalene
December 2025 to February 2026

Date Time | Service Officiating

7 December 3 pm | Christingle | Rev. Emma King

2" Sunday of Advent

14 December 09:30 | TBC Mr Stephen Howard
3 Sunday of Advent

21 December 3 pm | Carol Rev. Tom Yacomeni
4" Sunday of Advent Service

25 December 9.30 |CWHC Rev. Tom Yacomeni
Christmas Day

28 December 9:30 |CWHC Rev. Emma King

1st of Christmas

4 January 2026 9:30 | BCPHC TBC

2nd of Christmas

11 January 9:30 |CWMP Rev. Emma King

15t Sunday of Epiphany

18 January 9.30 |CWHC Rev. Tom Yacomeni
2" Sunday of Epiphany

25 January 9:30 | BCPMP Rev. Robert Webb
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

1 February 9:30 |BCPHC TBC

4™ Sunday of Epiphany

8 February 9.30 |CWMP Rev. Emma King

2" Sunday before Lent

15 February 9:30 |CWHC Rev. Tom Yacomeni
Sunday before Lent

22 February 9:30 | TBC Rev. Richard Hunt

15* Sunday of Lent




When there is a fifth Sunday in the month, we are invited
to join the congregation at All Saints, Weston.

Key to abbreviations:
MP = Morning Prayer; HC = Holy Communion; BCP = Book
of Common Prayer; CW = Common Worship

Happy Christmas!

Everyone is most welcome to every service, of
course! The highlights this season are
naturally those that centre around the birth of
Jesus. Christingle is particularly suitable for
younger members of the community (7
December at 3 pm). The atmospheric Carol
Service, which will take place on 21
December at 3 pm is a memorable way of
marking the beginning of Christmas.




NEWS

Introducing the Benefice’s Safeguarding
Officers

We are Peter and Alison Tucker, Parish
Safeguarding Officers for the Benefice of
Weston, North Stoke and Langridge. Although
we attend All Saints Weston, Langridge sits
within our oversight, and we’re delighted to
support the community here.

We have visited St Mary Magdalene several
times over the years—on retreat, during
Alpha, and we aim to visit again soon. Each



visit has left us struck by the beauty and
peace of the place.

We were both brought up in Christian
families, and each encountered a living faith
for ourselves as teenagers. That faith
deepened further as we found one another
and continued our journey together.

We’ve found the PCC and wider community
warm, friendly, and eager to build a positive
safeguarding culture. There’s a wonderful
openness and heartfelt desire to care well for
one another.

Being connected with Langridge has
reminded us of the gift of small, prayerful
spaces and the strength of communities who
hold one another with gentleness and faith.

See the following link for more information
about safeguarding policy.
https://www.allsaintsonline.org.uk/Articles/5
37824/Safeguarding.aspx



What a relief!

For some considerable months, your faithful
PCC has satin deep contemplation
considering how convenient it would be to
answer the call of nature if caught short
during a service. Princely sums were quoted
to provide a throne located so far away from
the sewage infrastructure in the area; it
seemed that it was going to cost thousands of
pounds just to spend a penny. Not wishing to
see funds go down the pan, the committee
came up with the idea of a Porta-Potti. If you
need to powder your nose or see a man about
a dog, you will find the smallest room located
in the churchyard.

Tom, flushed with success after installing the privy



Second Saturday

The ever-popular Second Saturday event will
take place on 13 December, 10 January and
14 February.

Come to Langridge Village Hall between 10
a.m. and noon to meet friends and enjoy a
relaxing start to your weekend with tea or
coffee, cakes and pastries. Victoria
Humphries is looking forward to welcoming
you!




cxnnect

@connectbath @ @ BATH

Christmas Day Lunch

Each year on Christmas Day, Connect Bath
holds a Christmas lunch, providing a fresh
cooked festive meal at Kingswood School. It
is available to anyone who will be alone on
Christmas Day to support their well-being
through conversation, connection and
friendly companionship.

If anyone in the congregation, or people
known to you, would benefit from joining this
event, please contact Tamzin Moloney on
07385 044581. Lifts to Kingswood can be
arranged.

www.connect-bath.org



Alpha Course

Try Alpha.

Do you have questions about the Christian
faith, the existence of God, who Jesus was, or
what the purpose of life is? The Alpha course
will help you find answers!

For more information about dates or to book,
please contact

Emma.King@allsaintsweston.org.uk

or phone her on 07824 466512



The Prayer Course

réyer

Mondays
10:30am - 11:30am
Weston Hub
For more information contact
Emma King - 07824466512

We are continuing to enjoy The Prayer Course
on Mondays. Everyone is very welcome to join
us.

When: Mondays from 10:30 am - 11:30 am

Where: Weston Hub, Anchor Road, Weston
(near the rear entrance to the RUH)



Update from Emma, Dan, Milly and Alice
King

Many people have been asking about my
future plans as my curacy comes towards its
end.

| will be meeting with Archdeacon Charlie
Peer at the end of January 2026 to formally
sign me off (if Tom writes me a good final
report!!). Then | shall be free to start looking
for jobs in churches in this or a different
diocese. Although my curacy will be formally
completed at the beginning of 2026, | am
licensed to minister here in this benefice until
January 2027. So, there is no hurry to find a
new post.

Discerning where God is calling me to
minister next will require our family of four to
spend time in careful, quiet, private prayer.

Thank you for your continuing prayers, love
and care for us as a family. May God bless you
all.

Emma x



Past Events
Organ Recital by Bishop Richard Fenwick

Once again, we enjoyed a wonderful recital by
Bishop Richard Fewick in September. We
were introduced to five European composers,
who are less well known today, but were held
in high esteem from the 17" century onwards:
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706), Charles
Herbert Kitson (1874-1944) Hendrik
Andriessen (1892-1981), Jean Langlais (1907-
1991) and Jehan Alain.

The variety of the music played during the
recital was remarkable and, as always, we felt
very privileged to welcome Richard and his
wife, Jane, to our beautiful church. Liz white




Harvest Festival

We celebrated Harvest at Langridge on
September 21st. Tom Yacomeni not only led
the service and preached about bread but
emphasised the topic by baking a loaf of his
home-made bread during the service!

The produce brought to the service was
donated to Weston Hub.

At the same service, we were able to thank
Ros Smallwood for her many years of service
on the PCC, from which she recently stood
down. As a token of our appreciation, Tom
presented Ros with a copy of Donald
Macintyre’s book, Restoring the Wild. Sadly,
Donald had died a few weeks earlier, but it
was lovely to welcome Jane and their two
daughters to our Harvest service when the
book was presented.

Tony Davies



Bishop Michael’s visit

The Benefice welcomed Bishop Michael when
he visited our three churches on October 19th
and 20th. The Bishop preached at a joint
Benefice service at All Saints Weston on the
Sunday morning. Then on the Monday, as
well as visiting the primary school and
lunching at Weston Hub, he made visits to
North Stoke and to Langridge churches,
where he was able to inspect our new Porta-
Potti. That evening he joined the wardens
from each of the churches for supperin North
Stoke. Later he led members of all three
churches’ PCCs through a thought-provoking
Bible study at All Saints.

Tony Davies



The Bishop enjoying hospitality in North Stoke with
churchwardens of the three parishes in the Benefice



Churchyard repairs and Tidy-up Day

A big thank you to everyone who helped with
our autumn churchyard clear up in October.
Clearing, cleaning, cutting, chatting and
coffee contributed to a very productive
morning. We have become a great team with
no job from pruning to polishing too large! A
fitting finale to a beautiful summer, preparing
our church in its wonderful location for the
next, probably a little cooler and wetter,
season. Jeremy Humphries

A well-earned rest for the churchyard clearing team



The Bishop’s letter
Let’s walk into the light

A story that’s often told in our churches
comes from the fourth chapter of John’s
Gospel. It tells of Jesus, in the blinding heat of
midday, meeting a Samaritan woman at the
wellin a town called Sychar. The woman is
hoisting up heavy buckets of water in the hot
sun. She’s there because she’s a woman with
‘a reputation’ and it’s the only time of day she
can avoid the muttering of her neighbours
who meet at the well at cooler hours.

In an extraordinary encounter, Jesus sees
deep into the woman’s heart. Through their
conversation, Jesus brings about her healing
and restoration into the community from
which she is estranged. It’s a story of life,
possibility, new beginnings and forgiveness.

The woman at the well is not the only Biblical
story set in Sychar. There’s another, contained
in the 34th chapter of the Book of Genesis.
This is a tale of terror that’s never heard in our



churches; the rape of a girl called Dinah. It’s a
dark, nasty tale of violence that wrecks the
life of individuals, families and the entire
community. So, we don’t speak about it; we
keep it hidden.

Sometimes people say to me of safeguarding
‘It’s just a tick box exercise’, an onerous
compliance requirement. Rather, | would say
that our work in safeguarding asks
fundamental questions about the kind of
places we want our churches to be. Just like
the Bible passages I’ve mentioned, we can be
places of hiddenness, silence, and hurt. Or
places of life, new beginnings and restoration.

Accounts like the Makin review have shone
light on our story. We’ve also been working
hard to bring about change. While we cannot
be complacent, | am intensely proud of all
that was revealed about safeguarding in Bath
and Wells by our independent audit that
happened earlier this year. This told us that
we are moving towards a much better story.



So, let’s build on the momentum we have
created. Let’s walk into the light.

Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells
Useful contact details

Rector: Revd Tom Yacomeni 07786 806640
Curate: Revd Emma King 07824 466512
Church Warden (vacant)
Treasurer: Tony Davies 01225336124
Langridge Friends: Jeremy Humphries

07860 832447
Newsletter Editor: davey_lisa@hotmail.com
All Saints Office: 01225470171

Newsletter information

We are always delighted to receive ideas and/or
contributions for future editions of the newsletter. Suitable
topics include memories of local interest, special
occasions, and forthcoming local events. The deadline for
contributions for the next edition is 16 February 2026.

If you would prefer to receive the newsletter by email or

contribute an idea or article, contact Lisa Davey

‘Langridge Newsletter’ in the subject line.

You can also follow current news over the next three

months on our website:
www.stmarymagdalenelangridge.com

Once again, we would like to thank the staff at All Saints
Church Centre, Weston, for printing this edition of our
newsletter. www.allsaintsweston.churchinsight.com


http://www.allsaintsweston.churchinsight.com/

